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A SNAPSHOT REPORT

The South Asia Women Leaders Capacity Enhancement Training Programme organized by
the South Asia Ecumenical Partnership Program (SAEPP) in partnership with the
Ecumenical Formation, Gender Justice and Youth Formation Cluster of the Christian
Conference of Asia and the Church of North India was held from the 18" to 22™ November
2008 hosted by the Church of North India at the CNI Bhavan, New Delhi.

snapshot 1 The Group of South Asia Women with local hosts

The Context: Despite the rich cultural diversity and mutually tolerant living cultures South Asia
today is being ripped apart by various fissiparous conflicting tendencies like, war, ethnic
conflicts, terrorism, military dictatorship, political upheavals and corruption which have
escalated in leaps and bounds in the era of globalization. The aftermaths of such conflicts are
poverty, death, hunger and violence. The most vulnerable victims of such violence are
especially women, children and people form vulnerable communities. More over the
pervasive culture of gender-based violence in South Asia has eroded women’s fundamental
rights to life, health, security, bodily integrity, political participation, food, work, and shelter.
It has severely limited their choices in practicaly al spheres of life, and explains the
uniformly poor gender-related development indices in crucia sectors like health, nutrition,
education, political participation, and employment. Sharp gender bias has also led to 50
million fewer women in the population; girls and women in South Asia die prematurely
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through neglect and violence. In fact violence is an inescapable reality of South Asian
women’s lives, as the social customs and attitudes that support violence against them are
entrenched and institutionalized at all levels — home, family, community, society and the
State. In South Asia, one in every two women experiences violence in her daily life.
Breaking the silence on this violence is not an easy, or even areal option for most women; to
do so would threaten their lives.

In order to build inclusive communities of peace the most urgent need of the modern church
the restoration of the prophetic ministry. In recent years the need of prophetic ministry has
been rediscovered, but there is still a desperate shortage of prophets. The church will not
come to true maturity until it nurtures and encourages prophets and prophetic voices and train
congregation members to be discerning the calling of God to be prophets.

South Asian Churches also have done their bit to promote and encourage the prophetic voices
of women and youth. However most times South Asian Churches must admit that they have
not done enough to encourage the prophetic voices of youth and women. Voices of women
and youth are mostly silenced or undermined. It must be mentioned that though victims of
violence South Asian women are not passive recipients of violence. They continuously make
efforts to practice peace through their daily diaogue of life and be ambassadors of
transformation. It was in this context that this training was envisaged to encourage south Asia
women Church leaders to engage in prophetic ministry to build inclusive communities of
peace, focusing on their skills of advocacy and awareness of rights.
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Opening Service

Thirty five Women from the six South Asian countries participated in the training
progranme. The CNI organized a meaningful inaugural programme at the St. Thomas
school. Mrs. Manju Hembron, Member National Commision for Women Government of
India was the chief guest. The Bishop of Delhi Bishop Sunil Kumar Sing presided. The
students of the school presented a very colourful cultural presentation and an exhition for the
participants.
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